Pre-Service Devotional Guide 
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“I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without me you can do nothing.”
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This twelve-day devotional was compiled to help you prepare for your upcoming ministry. This helpful guide deals with many of the issues which you are sure to face in your field of service. It gives you the opportunity to process these things from God’s perspective and in prayer. We suggest that you begin using this guide at least two weeks before your departure.  However, you may want to get a head start!*
Day 1:  Adopting Christ's Compassion
Read Ephesians 2:1-7

A Closer Look

God, who is rich in mercy and love, has made us alive.  List several benefits and blessings that God has given you through salvation. Refer also to Ephesians 1:1-14.

Each of us has one thing in common: we were all once dead in our trespasses and sins.  Recount how God brought you to Himself.  Write out a prayer of thanksgiving, praising Him for His grace and mercy.

Look through the Gospels and find examples of Christ’s compassion to the poor.  How can you apply his example to how you live your life as a Christian?

Take It With You
Not everyone we speak to about Christ will come to repentance.  Begin to pray today that God's great gift of grace and mercy will move you to a heart of compassion toward those who don't know Him.

Day 2:  Understanding Christ's Commission

Read Luke 24:45-49; Acts 1:8; Matthew 28:18-20; Luke 10:1-20

A Closer Look
God's plan is to use us to proclaim His good news.  From the passages above:

List what God has commanded us to do.

List what God has already done.

List God's promises in light of His commands.

Take It With You
Based on the passages above, write out a purpose statement answering the question, "Why am I going on this mission?"

Day 3:  Where are the Funds, Lord?

Read 1 Chronicles 29:10-13; Numbers 18; Matthew 10:9, 10; Luke 8:1-3; 1 Corinthians 9:1-14; Romans 15:24.

A Closer Look
King David knew God intimately and he depended on Him and His unchanging character.  In light of 1 Chronicles 29:10-13, what truths of God's character should you focus on while trusting Him to supply finances for your mission experience?

In Numbers 18; Matthew 10:9, 10; Luke 8:1-3; 1 Corinthians 9:1-14; Romans 15:24 are several biblical principles regarding the issue of financial support. Try to come up with a biblical philosophy of support raising.

Take It With You 
Prayerfully consider your own attitude toward raising support.

What pitfalls do you currently see in your strategy?  What fears or hesitations do you have? List some positive steps you can take right now to overcome these pitfalls.

Day 4:  Prayer

Read Colossians 1:9-12; Ephesians 6:10-20; Luke 10:1-2; Philippians 4:4-7.

A Closer Look
In Colossians, Paul prayed that the Colossians would be filled with the knowledge of God's will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding.  List and paraphrase each attribute that this knowledge will produce.

In Ephesians 6:18-20 you can sense the urgent need for prayer.  In the midst of spiritual warfare what was Paul's prayer request?

Take It With You
Reread each section of Scripture.  Write down at least one prayer for those whom you will be ministering with and at least one prayer for those whom you will be ministering to.

Day 5:  Spiritual Warfare
Read 2 Corinthians 10:3-6; 1 Peter 5:6-11; Ephesians 6;10-20

A Closer Look
List several attributes of our weapons of warfare.

Often spiritual warfare takes place in our minds.  List speculations, lofty things raised up against the knowledge of God and fortresses that you presently need to destroy.

The 1 Peter passage exhorts us to be humble, worry-free, sober in spirit and on the alert.  How can each of these attitudes help you avoid spiritual defeat?

Satan is seeking someone to devour.  How can pride, anxiety, and a lack of discernment cause you to be more vulnerable to spiritual attacks?

Take It With You
According to these three passages, describe our spiritual enemy and explain how the weapons of warfare, our spiritual armor and a right perspective of the Lord will ensure spiritual victory.

Day 6:  Dealing With Conflict

Read Colossians 3:12-17

A Closer Look 

We have been chosen of God, and we are to choose certain attitudes that will influence our behavior toward others.  Pick two or three attitudes mentioned in the passage and describe how they can be employed in a tense situation to avoid conflict.

A proper response to God must precede a proper response to others.  Make a list of God's commands regarding personal relationships.

Take It With You
Describe how you can use the principles listed above to affect your attitudes toward others.

How do you respond when others express these attitudes toward you?

Day 7:  Not Wrong…Just Different

Read 1 Corinthians 9:19-23

A Closer Look
Consider the various people that Paul was relating to (i.e., the Jews, those under the law, those without the law, etc.).  Write out some of the ways that he might have acted differently towards each group.

Paul gives up his freedom in Christ and does everything for the sake of the gospel.  What are some freedoms that you may need to sacrifice in order to effectively communicate the gospel?  Are there activities that you may need to engage in that you might not engage in while at home?

Take It With You
You can't expect those who do not know Christ to act as if they do.  Only as the Holy Spirit leads people to repentance will life changes occur.  Think through actions and attitudes you tend to judge in others and consider how you can act in a godly and yet accepting manner.

Day 8:  Dealing With Disappointment

Read Romans 12:9-21.

A Closer Look
Teammate relationships are sometimes disappointing.  We expect others to be loving and sacrificial but frequently this is not the case.  Based on Romans 12:9-21, list some of God's principles for living in harmony.

Which of these principles are hardest for you to apply?  What are some things that frustrate you?  How can these frustrations affect team unity?

Take It With You
Consider the principles from Romans 12 that will make you more effective during your time away from home.  What are some specific ways that you can begin to apply them right now?

Day 9:  Who’s in Charge?

Read 1 Peter 2:13-3:3.

A Closer Look
Peter speaks of submission even when our authority is neither right nor godly. Why is this so? What are the positive effects of submission in the passage?

We are free in Christ, but God asks us to be respectful, fear God and obey those in authority over us.  How do these facets of submission affect team relationships?  How do you reconcile the fact that you are to be submissive yet live in freedom?

Take It With You
During your time away, you may be asked to do things you don't want to do, even things that seem illogical.  With a submissive attitude, you can question decisions without challenging your leader.  How can principles from 1 Peter help you communicate in a constructive manner?

How have you responded to leadership in the past?  Have you responded well?  When can God's Spirit help you respond in a more godly way?

Day 10:  Loving Others Who Are Different

Read John 4:1-26.

A Closer Look
What were some of the cultural differences between Jesus and the Samaritan woman?  How would most people in Jesus' position have responded to the woman?

On your trip you will meet people from different spiritual and political backgrounds.  What are some principles that you can draw from Jesus' actions that are universally applicable?

Take It With You
Based on your knowledge of the region where you are going, what are some cultural differences you anticipate?  How do you think Jesus would respond to these differences?

Day 11:  Personal Holiness

Read 1 Thessalonians 4:3-7; 2 Timothy 2:22-26; Galatians 5:16-17; Philippians 4:8-9; 

1 Peter 2:9-12.

A Closer Look
In 1 Peter we are told how to behave toward unbelievers.  List and explain how each of these will affect your witness for Christ.  What are some of the practical effects of sexual impurity?

According to 1 Thessalonians, what are some qualities of personal holiness?  Read Galatians 5:16.  How can a Christian live in a holy manner?

Take It With You
Read the passages in 2 Timothy and Philippians.  What are some practical ways you can apply the principles in these passages?

Day 12:  Becoming A Servant

Read Matthew 20:20-28; John 13:5-15

A Closer Look
How was Jesus' teaching contrary to His culture?  To your culture?  What are some of the reasons that servanthood is looked down upon in your culture?

What was unusual about Jesus' example of servanthood in John 13:5-15?  Why was this such an unusual occurrence?

Take It With You
Think of several ways that you will be able to demonstrate servanthood while you are on mission.  What attitudes reflect Jesus' example during difficult circumstances?  Under what circumstances will it be most difficult for you to follow Jesus' example? 







** Adapted from "A Heart of Excellence," Campus Crusade for Christ.
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